ECCE Scheme available at Bessborough Centre Crèche
Limited Spaces Available.
Information for Parents
What is the free Pre-School Year in Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)?
The ECCE is a new scheme designed to give children access to a free Pre-School Year of appropriate Programme-based activities in the year before they start primary school. Participation in a              pre-school programme provides children with their first formal experience of early learning, the starting-point of their educational and social development outside the home. Children who avail of pre-school are more likely to be ready for school and a formal learning and social environment.
Will My Child be Eligible?
The ECCE is open to all children aged between 3 years 3 months and 4 year 6months on 1st September each year. To avail of the free pre-school year in January 2010, children must have been born between 2nd February 2005 and 30th June 2006. To avail of the year in September 2010, children must have been born between 1st March 2006 and 30th June 2007.
The upper age limit of 4 years 6 months will be extended where a child cannot start primary school until s/he is more than 5 years 6 months of age, due to either the enrolment policy of the local schools or having been assessed as developmentally delayed.
How will the Pre-School Year be Provided?
Children attending a sessional playschool service, typically provided for about 3 hours each day, will normally receive pre-school year sessions for 3 hours a day, 5 days a week over 38 weeks. The weekly capitation fee €64.50PW.
Children attending a full or part-time service will normally receive pre-school year sessions for 2 hours 15minutes a day, 5 days a week over 50 weeks. The weekly capitation fee in this case is €48.50PW.
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